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Your 
Assessment
✤ WWW

✤ What Went Well: what was 
positive about your work?

✤ EBI

✤ Even Better If: what would 
make your work even better?

✤ CTG

✤ Close The Gap: how to get to 
the next level

Marking Key

g grammar: your sentences don’t 
make sense.

exp explain your point in more 
detail.

q use a quote to prove your point

p punctuation error: full stops, 
quotation marks, etc

____ a missing word.

v vocabulary: choice of words 
was incorrect or unclear.

rep repetition: repeating a point 
you already made.



What Went Well

✤ Most of you understood the main arguments.  I.e.; 
who wants the death penalty, and who does not.

✤ Some of you explained what the death penalty was.

✤ A few gave their own opinions and argued with the 
views of the commentators in the article.



Even Better If….

✤ Attribute the correct quote to the correct commentator.

✤ After each point, explain the significance or 
importance.  How does it show the commentator’s 
attitude towards the death penalty?

✤ Did you discuss how persuasive their argument was?



Close The Gap

✤ Understand the arguments clearly: don’t misread them.

✤ Turn each point into a PEE chain.

✤ Vary your chains: Point+Example; Example
+Explanation; Explanation+Example…

✤ Keep each quote to five words or less.

✤ Punctuate your quotes.



Structure

1. Introduction: explain the question.

2. P.A.L.L

3. Paul Staines

4. MPs Douglas Carswell & Sir George Young

5. What the Polls say

6. Neil Durkin

7. Anthony Wells

8. Conclusion



Introduction: 

✤ Looking at a BBC article about those campaigning for 
and against the death penalty

✤ The article presents the opinions of people who are for 
and against penalty: Paul staines; two MPs, Neil 
Durkin and Anthony Wells.



Explain the question. 

✤ This assessment will be looking at: “how the writer 
presents the information in the BBC article.”

✤ The article starts with question in the headline: 

✤ “Does the public want the death penalty brought 
back?”

✤ This shows the article will be trying to answer that 
question.



P.A.L.L
✤ Purpose: why has it been written?

✤ Audience: who is it aimed at?

✤ Language: what tone and style?

✤ Layout: what are the presentational features?

•To discuss if the public want the Death Penalty back.

•People who are interested on politics, crime and law. 
•Older people.

• The language of the article is formal and uses Standard English
• Some of the people interviewed use less formal language.

• The layout is a typical article, with headlines, subheadings, photos 
with captions and paragraphed.



Paul Staines

✤ Wants the death penalty back.

✤ Thinks most people want it back.

✤ Wants a debate in parliament.

✤ Needs 100,000 signatures for an online petition to get the debate.

✤ Appears with Big Ben in the background suggesting…….

✤ Uses some statistics to support his point.

✤ His statistics are not verified/unreliable

- Do they want the Death Penalty?
- Why/Why not?
- Is there bias?
- Are their arguments persuasive?



MP Sir George 
 Young

✤ House of Commons leader  = Authority figure

✤ “Sir” George Young 

✤ “damage democracy”  - MPs must listen to the public.

✤ Parliament should not ”ignore strong opinions among 
members of the public”

✤ "or pretend that their views do not exist".

- Do they want the Death Penalty?
- Why/Why not?
- Is there bias?
- Are their arguments persuasive?



MP Douglas  
Carswell

✤ Against the death penalty.

✤ Wants it debated in parliament

✤ Thinks he would win the 
argument.

✤ “we could win it; we could get 
most people to say 'no' to the 
death penalty. “

✤ Need to treat people “like grown-
ups”

✤ Thinks that: "The important thing is 
we have this debate." 

✤ Thinks parliament is "out of touch 
with the public". 

✤ Thinks: “MPs” do “not trust the 
people.”

✤ Thinks MPs “try and ignore their 
concerns.”

✤ “We can disagree with it but we 
have to trust it.”

- Do they want the Death Penalty?
- Why/Why not?
- Is there bias?
- Are their arguments persuasive?



Neil Durkin
✤ First point:

✤ From Amnesty International

✤ Said debating death penalty is 
"waste of time and money that 
we as a nation cannot afford".

✤ Second point:

✤ wants “an informed debate,” 

✤ not “a simple "yes or no" 
question.”

✤ polls are done “after a 
particularly horrible murder” 
which affects public opinion.

✤ people tend to think that the 
US is firmly in terms of public 
opinion pro death penalty. 
[but…]

✤ If you talk about way people are 
executed: “the lethal injections, 
the electrocutions, whatever it 
is”

✤  and talk about longer sentences 
then support drops away."

- Do they want the Death Penalty?
- Why/Why not?
- Is there bias?
- Are their arguments persuasive?



What the Polls 
say

✤ In September 2010, YouGov conducted the last opinion poll to ask 
directly if people want the death penalty re-instated. It suggested that 
51% did. 

✤ And a Mori poll in July 2010 asked people which of a list of crimes 
they thought should have the death penalty. 

✤ For child murder, 62% supported it while a YouGov poll in November 
2010 found 74% of people supported the death penalty for murder in 
some circumstances, though only 16% supported it for all murders.

✤ However, when similar polls were carried out in the 1970s, support for 
it was far higher with 70% in favour. 

- Do they want the Death Penalty?
- Why/Why not?
- Is there bias?
- Are their arguments persuasive?



What the Polls say
Source Yougov Mori Yougov Polls in 

the 70s

Date In September 
2010, July 2010 November 2010 in the 1970s, 

Question
if people want 

the death 
penalty re-
instated.

 which… crimes 
they thought 

should have the 
death penalty. 

1. death penalty 
for murder in 

some 
circumstances,

2. death penalty 
for all murders.

similar polls 
[about having 

the death 
penalty]

Result 51% did. For child murder, 
62% supported it 

1. - 74% of people 
2. - only 16%  70% in favour. 



Anthony Wells

✤ Anthony Wells, associate director of YouGov

✤ says polls which ask about the death 
penalty are straightforward: "Do you 
support it or not?"

✤ Polls are easy when "When people already 
know about it and have established views.

✤ “The hard ones [opinion polls] are when 
people need to have an issue explained to 
them."

✤ Most “opinion polls on capital punishment 
have been commissioned by newspapers” 
after “a heinous crime such as after the 
Soham murders.”

✤ There have been “ two polls on the subject” 
that were not about one horrible murder. - 
for a Channel 4 programme. 

✤ Polls are quite accurate, plus or minus 3%, 
said Mr Wells.

✤ "All the polls about the death penalty show 
similar patterns so even if it was worded 
differently it would still get the same result," 
he added.

✤ "You can only tell what people think at the 
moment, but if it follows current trends then 
yes, I'd expect it to go down."

- Do they want the Death Penalty?
- Why/Why not?
- Is there bias?
- Are their arguments persuasive?



Conclusion

✤ Summarise the positions of the main commentators.

✤ Who supports the death penalty, and who is against.

✤ Were their arguments persuasive?  How and why?

✤ Has anything changed your opinion about the death 
penalty?  What and why?

- Do they want the Death Penalty?
- Why/Why not?
- Is there bias?
- Are their arguments persuasive?



Sentences

✤ The main arguments are….

- Do they want the Death Penalty?
- Why/Why not?
- Is there bias?
- Are their arguments persuasive?


